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Participant Information Sheet 
	An Analysis of the Specific Problems Faced by Children Raised with Siblings with Brain-Related Conditions 



You are being invited to participate in a research study. Please read the following information carefully to decide if it is something you would like to be involved with. This information sheet describes the purpose of the study, what taking part would involve and how you can get involved. 
What is the purpose of this study? 
The aim of this research is to provide an in-depth understanding of the experiences of growing up with a sibling who has been given a clinical diagnosis of brain-injury or brain-related condition. I would like to talk to siblings who have had experience of growing up with children who have brain-related conditions. It is hoped that the results of this study will reveal which issues may cause challenges or stress and identify ways of reducing these problems. Your participation is a vital part of this research and your responses will provide a valuable insight into what life is like growing up with a disabled sibling. 
What do I have to do? 
Volunteering to participate in this study only requires you to undertake one, informal interview. It will be conducted in the form of a conversation and will be tape-recorded with your consent. It will take place at a location of your choice (for example, at your home) and will usually last up to 45-60 minutes. During the interview I would like to talk to you about some of the following issues:
· The experience of growing up with your sibling
· How you may have coped with any particular challenges or stressful times you may have faced
· What support you have received and what support you think you would have benefitted from
· Any future challenges you think you will potentially experience
There will also be the opportunity for you to discuss any other aspects of life with a sibling with a brain-related condition that were not covered by the interview questions. 
What will happen to the information I give during this study? 
Anything discussed in the interview will remain strictly confidential. All names and identifiable information will be removed and any words that we would like to use in the results will remain anonymous. The only people with access to the interview tapes will be myself as the researcher and my supervisor. Please remember that you can withdraw from the interview process at any time, for any reason. 
How do I take part?
If you decide to take part please sign the consent form and return it to me in the stamped addressed envelope included in this pack. After this, I will contact you with further details and to arrange the interview. This research is being funded by Cerebra, which a charity that works with brain-injured children and their families, and is being carried out by researchers at Swansea Metropolitan University. If you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at lwebb.117086@students.smu.ac.uk or by calling my supervisor Professor Ann Edworthy on 01792 482072. 
Many thanks for reading this letter, 
Laura Webb, Research Assistant. 
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