North West Acquired Brain Injury Forum (NoW-ABIF)

Preliminary Meeting

11th February  2009 at 3 pm
MINUTES OF MEETING
The preliminary meeting of the North West Acquired Brain Injury Forum (NoW-ABIF) was held at 8 Riversway Business Village, Navigation Way, Preston, Lancashire on the 11th February 2009 at 3.00 pm. Andrew Lindsay opened the meeting thanking those in attendance and moving on to:-
1. APOLOGIES. The following people sent their apologies for being unable to attend the preliminary meeting.
· Dr Tarek Gaber

· Brian Clingan

· Guy Soulsby

2. PRESENT. The following people were present at the meeting.

· Andrew Lindsay (Rehab4life)
andrew.lindsay@rehab4life.co.uk
· David Smith (Rehab4life) 

dave.smith@rehab4life.co.uk
· Carol Jackson (Pannones) 

carol.jackson@pannone.co.uk
· Grahame Codd (Irwin Mitchell) 

grahame.codd@irwinmitchell.com
· Mike Hope (Optua / UKABIF) 

mike.hope@temple-head.org.uk
· Steve McAleese (Headway / NABIF) 
mca1004@aol.com


· Nick Gutteridge (Burnetts / NABIF) 

ng@burnetts.co.uk
· Margaret Tinker (Social Services) 

margaret.tinker@lccssd.nhs.uk
· Richard Baker (Independent Clinical Services) richard.baker@ukics.com
· Lucie Corrie (Independent Clinical Services)
lucie.corrie@ukics.com
· Asiya Yacub (Pulse Staffing)
asiya.yacub@pulsestaffing.co.uk
· Tania Brown ( Case Management & Rehabilitation Services)
t.brown@taniabrown.com
3. TERMS OF REFERENCE. 
The following terms of reference fell to be considered as appropriate given the aims of UKABIF and other regional ABIF’s:

a) To develop, foster and facilitate greater awareness and understanding of current services and proposed developments in the field of acquired brain injury (primarily through information sharing and networking) in the North West of England;

b) To be proactive in developing opportunities for people with acquired brain injury, their carers and other interested parties to obtain accurate and useful information and training related to acquired brain injury (to include mapping the brain injury services that currently exist at all stages of the care pathway and making this information readily available to all who need it);

c) To be a focal point for consultation between the community, the health service, social services and voluntary organisations as well as the private sector and education department on the development and commissioning of services in the field of acquired brain injury throughout the North West Region;

d) To contribute to the development of life long care pathways for people of all ages with acquired brain injury, with a view to maximising their independence

e) To contribute to the advancement and development of localised community services for people with acquired brain injury

f) To promote education and training in acquired brain injury for professionals working in that field.

All TOR’s were considered and agreed were appropriate and should form the basis which could be amended and developed over time. Grahame Codd suggested that another useful TOR would be “to provide a workable interface to other ABIF’s” so as to cross-pollinate information sources and mapping. This was unanimously agreed and should be included.
4. DISCUSSION OBJECTS.

a. Frequency. Comparison was made to NABIF where meetings are held quarterly with a duration of between two to three hours. These are invitations to all involved with ABI together with invitations going out to private sector organisations to do presentations of their services as well as clinicians presenting on their area of expertise. Annual conferences are also arranged on a similar basis. It was agreed that this was a suitable format to adopt.
b. Mapping. This was considered to be one of the initial areas of development and it was important to identify who is in the area and to develop the mapping by:

i. Geography
ii. Service Provision 

Grahame Codd agreed to provide a start list of contacts for mapping which can be developed as the forum gains momentum and visibility increases. It was suggested that Mental Health Services should be developed through contact with Margaret Tinker (LCCSS) and form part of the mapping process.

A mapping sub-committee was suggested. Volunteers please contact Andrew Lindsay.
c. Structure. Appointments need to be in place and Andrew Lindsay is Chair initially, supported by Grahame Codd. This is subject to review in due course. Responsibilities include co-ordinating invitees and guest speakers, arranging venues and conferences as well as being the central conduit for information dissemination.

d. Interactive website. A website is to be created which is interactive and of a local directory type. It is to show progress of the local mapping project with full contact details, feature a blog and utilise RSS feeds to keep it current and optimised. Comparisons should be taken from the current websites of UKABIF, NABIF ABIFLondon and West Sussex ABIF.
5. FUTURE ACTION.

a. The following matters are to be actioned:

b. Next meeting to be at the end of March, provisionally Wednesday the 25th March 2009, at the offices of Irwin Mitchell Solicitors, Manchester. TBC by Grahame Codd.
c. Next guest speaker to be Prof. Mike Barnes of Hunters Moor Neuro Rehabilitation or Neil Cawthorne of Templehead – Andrew Lindsay to arrange.
d. Enquire as to availability of MP’s involved with the All Party Parliamentary Group on Brain Injury to appear as speakers – Mike Hope.

e. Suggestions for invitees to the next meeting to be sent to Andrew Lindsay who will promulgate the list.
6. NOTICES.

23/4/09 AGM of BISWG at The Bridgewater Hall, Lower Mosley Street, Manchester, M2 3WS. All day event. Carries CPD. Contact Grahame Codd. grahame.codd@irwinmitchell.com
14/3/09 HEADWAY FAMILY DAY at Aintree Race Course, Aintree,        Liverpool. For details contact Andrew Lindsay.
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