NoW-ABIF MEETING – WEDNESDAY 22ND JULY 2009
PRESENT :

Andrew Lindsay
Guy Soulsby 

Janet Penny

Steve McAleese

Darren McMahon

Grahame Codd

Jeanne Evans

1.
Constitution and Membership
Approximately 30 people were invited to this meeting today and there is a keen desire to increase the membership of the group and all should feel comfortable to invite those who are in the field and would be interested in attending to join the forum.  A list of those who were invited to this meeting, incorporating of course all those who have previously been involved will be forwarded to those in attendance with an invitation to suggest further names.
2.
Purpose of Group
Andrew Lindsay brought to the meeting an article from the Journal of Integrated Care which was essentially a scoping study taking a nationwide look at what is happening in real terms with regard to the provision of services for long-term neurological conditions.

Raising Awareness – a Voice for ABI

The group discussed the limited resources available in the public sector, the conflicting tests of restitution in a private context and need in a public context and the resultant differences in the provision of services to those in need, not a result of a lack of awareness or desire to help but the result of budgeting limits.  The desire to provide a voice for those with ABI and their needs was identified as a clear purpose of the group.
Political Agenda

Beyond raising awareness there is a desire to seek to influence the political agenda, where possible, one way in which to do this is to seek out senior commissioners with influence and to attempt to utilise this to further a social policy agenda in relation to the provision of services.

UK-ABIF Link

We can utilise our local political agenda to lend support to UK-ABIF’s national agenda and to seek to achieve political pressure for change.

There is the possibility of utilising Public Law work to challenge local authorities/PCT decisions particularly for individuals who do not have personal injury claims where they will recover on a 100% basis – this, Grahame Codd explained could be utilised to highlight the problems.

3.
Network North West – Progress Report
Jeanne Evans updating with regard to Pathways Project and steps being taken to identify and meet those involved with the care and support of those with Acquired Brain Injury in the North West – we have been meeting with representatives from the NHS Rehab Units, Dr Shakespeare in Preston, representatives of the Community Teams, Judith Wilcox at East Lancs. PCT.  Those identified will be invited to future meetings.  This continues as a Work In Progress.  

In terms of identifying individuals we have identified the NHS database Binleys, which we are to look at in terms of utilising as a further resource.

4.
Website – The Way Forward – For Discussion
UK-ABIF has commissioned a website which should be ready for launch in the coming weeks.  The existing build and costings for the site incorporates the provision of regional pages which we can utilise, with the advantage of no set up cost to the group in doing so.  The content will need to be prepared and uploaded, Andrew, Darren and Steve to liaise with Chloe and the design team with regard to content and to have a draft for the website available for the next meeting.  All are welcome to make suggestions for contributions to content.  

5. Education: Seminars and Events

Recruitment Drive

A day’s debate.

The concept of a day event with a debate, possibly Sylvia Bernhardt who has written the article referred to earlier to speak with regard to the national position and such a day to hopefully provide an opportunity for recruitment for the group and to widen our net.  Somebody also then to present the opposing view to that expressed in the article would be ideal, perhaps somebody who is briefed to implement matters locally.

Perhaps somebody from the PCT or Strategic Health Authority.  Guy Soulsby will speak with the Strategic Health Authority to make enquiries.

Potential also in terms of awareness-raising to make use of local connections in radio – Andrew Lindsay connections with Tony Livsey in Radio Lancashire, who have been working with Richard Hammond of late.

It was agreed Andrew will prepare a framework for the debate.  We will seek views from UK-ABIF on the concept and whether perhaps Mike Barnes/a member of the judiciary/Counsel would be prepared to chair the day.  We will aim to carry out the debate this year if possible.

Conference – Joint Venture proposed with BISWIG/NoW-ABIF for alcohol and brain injury conference.  Guy has already spoken with Professor Ken Wilson who has set up an NHS Alcohol ABI Unit and who is willing to speak.  We will approach Howard Jackson of TRU with regard to discussing their new service and Guy will approach a number of others, Dr Kirk, Maureen Kelly of Neurosupport.  Guy happy to put such an event together in terms of speakers, due to dates already in the diary for BISWIG events in September and December we will be potentially be looking at after the New Year for this – February 2010.  The aim is to keep the cost down, probably approximately £50.00 per head, utilising the Glaxo Centre as a venue which costs £250.00 per room and can accommodate 85 people.  To consider incorporating another topic for half a day alongside Alcohol and Brain Injury, potentially sexuality/vocational rehabilitation.  

6.
Next Meeting
Next meeting set for Wednesday 23rd September 2009 – 2.00-4.00 p.m. at IM offices, Manchester – suggestion to have a speaker for part of the meeting – Steve suggesting the new Project Manager for NSF for Headway and will make the approach.
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