Minutes for the Steering Group for

The Northamptonshire Acquired Brain Injury Forum (ABIF Northants)
Wednesday 8th September 2010 at 
Tollers Solicitors, Northampton
[image: image1.emf][image: image3.png]


[image: image4.wmf] 
 [image: image2.png]



  
1. Introductions and apologies

Apologies received from:

Present at the meeting:

Jane Jackson


Philip Baldwin
Julie Mallard


Emma Barrett
Roger Reed


Kelly Bateman





Sandra Berry








Louise Birkett-Swan







Jackie Day





Michelle D’Souza





Lesley Groucott







Tracie Harrold





Keith Jenkins

Chris McKinney






Birgit Rathje-Vale





Dr Martyn Rose
Emma Shears






Helen Stokes







Barbara Woodbridge
2. Minutes of meeting held 28th July 2010 at Tollers Solicitors, Northampton
Agreed
3. Matters arising not on today’s agenda

Update on NHS Northants Service Developments

Dr Louise Birkett-Swan spoke about a positive response from Continuing Healthcare to the work of the expanded Community Neurorehabilitation Service – Northants, in the form of additional funding for increased Occupational Therapy, Clinical Psychology and Rehabilitation Technician input.
4. Carol Underwood from Spire Housing
Carol was unable to attend and telephoned with a message, unfortunately it was not passed on.  
She has agreed to come to our meeting on Wednesday 20th October at Headway Northampton to talk about housing opportunities with Spire Homes, and to discuss with us the gaps in provision in Northamptonshire.
5. Fiona Dennehy & Richard Collins from QUINTA Solutions
Fiona and Richard presented the meeting with details of their work as driving instructors approved to work with people with disabilities, and their provision of expert reports to the Court on driving ability and training matters.  They came along with a variety of driving aids and adaptations which they demonstrated as part of emphasising how physical disabilities can often be overcome in order to resume driving.
They are able to accept referrals for driving assessments, which they believe need to be practical, i.e. a test drive, rather than pencil and paper based.  They use a drive over some 17 or 18 miles and assess for ‘safe control’, not text book driving.  They carry out a debrief after the drive and can also liaise with the DVLA, who accept their recommendations.  They are currently involved in a project to look at whether people with an acquired brain injury who have previously been excluded from driving can safely return to it with appropriate support.
Based in Warwickshire, they are able to see people in Northamptonshire.  The cost of an assessment can be covered for people on higher rate DLA through the Motability scheme, self funded costs are approximately £95 and a more detailed expert report for the Court costs more.  Fiona can be contacted on 07931 746340.
6. Awareness raising poster

This is progressing and Philip Baldwin reported on the take up of sponsorship opportunities that will help fund the finished product.  There are now 10 sponsors in total.
The website address for the Service Directory is still work-in-progress, because although we now have an NHS Northants link it is not ideal as the page is about stroke and the Directory link is at the bottom of the page among links to recipes.  Look at http://www.northamptonshire.nhs.uk/hot-topics/stroke/stroke-awareness-campaign.php
Keith Jenkins met with Anna Baker, the East Midlands Regional Lead for the NHS Long Term Conditions Support Team on Monday 20th September.  She is happy to put the Directory onto the NHS Long Term conditions website and this address should be available as a possibility for the poster shortly.

7. Education sessions

Lesley Groucott explained how she had been contacted by Sarah Whittingham at the end of August offering the forum a one hour slot to address GPs in a Protected Learning Time session on Tuesday 14th September.  Martyn Rose and Keith Jenkins agreed to rise to the challenge.
On Tuesday 14th, Martyn and Keith addressed in the region of 40 GPs and some practice nurses to raise awareness of acquired brain injury.  The presentation was well-received, and several GPs gave us their e-mail address in order to be sent a copy of the Service Directory.  Sarah Whittingham has now offered to help publicise and draw in GPs to a longer event.  To be discussed at our next meeting is the idea to provide our half day event, as previously planned, to as large an audience as possible.

8. Newsround

Michelle D’Souza invited members of the forum to attend the opening of Richardson Mews, a new development from the Richardson Partnership for Care on 6th or 7th October.  If you would like to attend please call 01604 791266 to make arrangements.
9. Any other business
There was a great deal of discussion about the need for and feasibility of having a Northants ABIF website.  Several members of the forum agreed to explore issues of cost, etc. and report back.

Please forward any items that you would like to see on the agenda for our next meeting to KJenkins@standrew.co.uk
For more information about Acquired Brain Injury Forums, look at the UKABIF website (http://www.ukabif.org.uk/ ) where you will also find links to the various local groups.  

Next Meeting
Wednesday 20th October 4.00pm at Headway Northampton.

