Minutes of the Steering Group for

The Northamptonshire Acquired Brain Injury Forum (ABIF- Northants)
Held on Wednesday 20th October 2010 at Headway Northampton
Present: 

Margo Basketfield      

Headway, Northampton

Sandra Berry


Independent Clinical Services

Dr Louise Birkett-Swan
Northamptonshire ABI Team

Debbie Fitzgerald  

Headway, Northampton.

Michelle D’Souza

Richardson Partnership for Care

Lesley Groucott         
 
National Brain Injury Centre

Keith Jenkins
         

Consultant Clinical Neuropsychologist
Julie Mallard


Oakleaf Care

Chris McKinney

Solicitor, Shoosmiths, Northampton

Birgit Rathje-Vale

Case Manager 

Dr Martyn Rose

Consultant in Neuropsychiatric Rehabilitation 

Emma Shears


Case Manager

Helen Stokes 


Service Manager, Christchurch Court

Barbara Woodbridge

Solicitor
Apologies:
Maxine Tallon            
Principal Social Worker, Northamptonshire CC
Jane Jackson   
Case Manager


______________________________________________

Guest Speaker
The meeting was held at Headway, Northampton, and commenced with a presentation by our guest speaker, Carol Underwood, Head of Supported Housing Services for Spire Homes.

Carol gave an overview of Spire Homes’ current operations and explained how they manage the housing stock from East Northamptonshire and Rutland, covering some 5,000 properties.  Spire also provide a Telecare service for 500 people living in Rutland and oversee a unit in Rushden that has been developed for people with an acquired brain injury and also for individuals with drug and alcohol problems.  (Corporation Road).  

Carol spoke about the home improvements agency for East Northants and Wellingborough that has an available fund of some £1million for adapting private housing to meet the needs of people with a disability.  There are three technical officers employed to design and work on adaptations, and the organisation has done extensions to houses, installed lifts, as well as a variety of other projects.  However, it is still the case that some adaptations can be too expensive and there can be difficulties with funding.  The disabled facilities grant has a relatively low ceiling although an interesting innovation that Carol described was the use of flat packed modular extensions to make extending housing accommodation cheaper and faster.

As regards access to housing Carol described the choice based lettings service where properties are advertised and individuals are enabled to “bid” for them.  

Carol then went on to speak about future developments and she described a project in Rushden where they are looking at building three and four bedroom properties with wheelchair friendly ground floor accommodation.  They also are looking at building bungalow type accommodation with an additional first floor bed-sit for carers.  Such developments are funded by a 25 year loan and pay back of this is via the rentals of the properties.  One of the reasons for going for three and four bedroom properties is that social services require three residents in situ in order to be able to fund 24 hour care over seven days.  Carol also described how there can sometimes be complications if the care provider is also the landlord.  The accommodation cost is typically met through housing benefit payments and council tax benefit.  

There was some discussion including the members of the forum regarding the difficulties of obtaining properties through the bidding system that sometimes seems to become a very long process or can result in accommodation that is not particularly suitable being offered.  

Carol went on to describe what supported accommodation provides and spoke about the provision of pull-cord based alarms in order to allow residents to contact a call centre that is run is by Spire Housing  staff, or alternatively there is 24 hours 7 days a week support via Telecare.   The cost of this is approximately £13 a week.. Carol described some challenges that may arise to supported living as the supporting people funding stream is under review.  

Finally, there was some exploration of whether other local property development for people with a brain injury was a possibility, and Carol said that Spire Homes could look at building or providing a property for rental by brain injured individuals.  

Education session 

Keith and Martyn fed back about their successful education session provided to Northampton GPs through the protected learning time opportunity that was accessed by Lesley Groucott.  The training convenor, Sarah Whittingham, has fed back that the GPs found the session very positive and she is happy to co-operate with the brain injury forum in providing a more extensive opportunity for education for GPs and others, suggesting that late spring / early summer 2011 would be a good time. She suggests that a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday afternoon may be best.  

Brain Injury Awareness Poster
Work on the poster has proceeded steadily and increasing numbers of sponsors have come forward keen to have their logos displayed on the poster in return to contributing to the cost of its production.  Keith discussed how it may be possible for us, due to the amount of sponsorship interest, to not only produce a brain injury awareness poster for wide distribution but to also have sufficient funds to enable us to launch our own website for the Northamptonshire Acquired Brain Injury Forum.  Details of how much this might cost need to be finalised so that the forum can make a decision on how to proceed.  

Newsround

Helen Stokes reported that Sovereign, a healthcare investment company, have purchased Christchurch Court and are intent on facilitating further developments.  They are looking at expanding brain injury services into other areas of the country as well as supporting new developments in Northampton.  

Headway East Northants described their family day planned for Friday 29th October 2010.

Michelle D’Souza from the Richardson Partnership for Care spoke about their new development, Richardson Mews, where initially 14 – 17 beds are being opened with an eventual aim of a 40 bedded unit functioning on a residential model.  

Headway Northampton informed the meeting that they had won an award in the Pride of Northampton awards for their hard work and determination.  They also spoke  of their aspirations to expand their range of services developing extra facilities for example providing a well woman service.

Next meeting   - 15th December 2010
Please note that the date of the next meeting has been altered from that previously discussed at the forum gathering on the 20th October.  The next meeting of the Northamptonshire Acquired Brain Injury Forum will be on Wednesday 15th December at 3.30 p.m. at Shoosmiths Solicitors, The Lakes, Northampton.  The date has had to be changed from that previously arranged due to a clash with the Rock Club Christmas Event that will draw upon several members of the forum for support.

Keith G Jenkins

18th November 2010

