Minutes of the Steering Group for
The Northamptonshire Acquired Brain Injury Forum
Held on Monday 19th January 2009 at Kemsley, 
National Brain Injury Centre

Present:     
Carol Cowan-Turner   Consultant Neuropsychologist, Northamptonshire Traumatic

                                  
Brain Injury Team

Jacqueline Day           Relative

Geoffrey Hope            Relative

Keith Jenkins
         
Consultant Clinical Neuropsychologist 
Martyn Rose            
Consultant in Neuropsychiatric Rehabilitation

Helen Stokes              Service Manager, Christchurch Court

Maxine Tallin            
Principal Social Worker, Northamptonshire CC

Barbara Woodbridge  
Solicitor, Shoosmiths, Northampton
Apologies:    
Janet Daniels             
TBI Team
Lesley Groucott          
Kemsley, National Brain Injury Centre
Laurence Marshall      Solicitor, Shoosmiths, Northampton
Minutes

This first meeting of the steering group for a Northamptonshire ABIF provided an opportunity for participants to introduce themselves and to suggest other potential members to support the work of the Group.  Amongst these, was the Consultant at the Beechwood Unit, Isebrook Hospital, Wellingborough, Dr Krishna Kadvali, Mr Jo Appea, Northamptonshire County Council Contracts Officer or one of his colleagues, and Jackie Poole, Service Support Manager to Continuing Health Care for Northamptonshire PCT. 

A number of areas of work that could be pursued by a Northamptonshire ABIF emerged from the Group’s discussion and also reflected the wider discussion that had taken place at the launch meeting at the end of last year.  These included;

1. A service mapping exercise.  This is to enable the existing wide range and variety of services for people with an acquired brain injury in Northamptonshire to be identified, properly collated and catalogued.

2. Care pathway development.  This is to look at current care pathways used within Northamptonshire County Council and Northamptonshire PCT for people with an acquired brain injury; to compare these with existing modules of good practice, for example, the “Gold Standard” Care Pathway for Acquired Brain Injury developed by Sussex ABIF and similar work being pursued by colleagues in Cambridgeshire.  

3. Education and brain injury awareness.  This includes organising appropriate events to raise public and professional awareness of brain injury and relevant issues; and looking to participate or support programmes of education for Service Providers or Service Commissioners in Northamptonshire. 
4. Actions to initiate the three different areas of work described above are to be identified in more detail at the next meeting of the Steering Group.

One of the key issues raised at the meeting was the way in which similar ventures to improve services for people with a brain injury in Northamptonshire have been conducted in the past, and it is not always clear that they have eventually resulted in lasting, effective outcomes.  It was felt that this could be the potential fate of a Northamptonshire Acquired Brain Injury Forum, but it was also recognised that it may be essential that such work is repeated on a regular basis in order to ensure that the quality of services and the profile of people with an acquired brain injury does not deteriorate any more than might be the natural course of events.  
One of the other issues discussed was identification of the numbers of people within Northamptonshire that are suffering the effects of an acquired brain injury.  Maxine Tallin reported that she had access to figures that were gathered in 2003 in connection with another service provision project. She felt that she may be able to share these figures with the Group.  Keith Jenkins said that he would bring along copies of the paper prepared by Professor Alan Tennant in support of the National Service Framework that details figures for brain injury broken down to each Primary Care Trust area in England and Wales. 
Actions:

(1) For current members of the steering group to seek to bring along the individual(s) they identified as potentially being interested in or benefiting the group’s work to the next meeting.

(2) For Keith and Maxine to bring along figures regarding brain injury to the next Steering Group meeting.
Next Meeting:  

The next meeting of the Group is at 3.30 p.m. on Monday 23rd February 2009 
at Shoosmiths Solicitors, The Lakes, Northampton.  

If you have received a copy of these Minutes because of interest that you have previously expressed in the Northamptonshire Acquired Brain Injury Forum and would also like to become involved in the work of the Steering Group, please contact; 
Keith Jenkins at St Andrew’s Healthcare, 
Tel No   01604 616459 

Email address: kjenkins@standrew.co.uk  
