
MINUTES OF NoWABIF MEETING
TUESDAY 29TH MARCH 2011

MOSSLEY HILL HOSPITAL

1.
Apologies

Jeanne Evans (Irwin Mitchell Solicitors)

2. Previous NoWABIF Meeting Notes/Minutes 

Notes from the previous NoWABIF meeting which took place on the 24th November 2010 were emailed to NoWABIF members by Jeanne Evans of Irwin Mitchell Solicitors. Attached to this email was information on Nordiff Robbins and music therapists who work ABI clients. If any member did not receive this email with information on Nordiff Robbins please contact Jeanne Evans at Jeanne.evans@irwinmitchell.com. 
3. Future Conferences/Meetings/Events/Groups

Dr Howard Jackson (Chair) highlighted a number of meetings, conferences, new groups that are coming up in the foreseeable future. 

· BISWG - The Brain Injury Social Work Group Annual Conference 2011 will take place on Tuesday 5th April 2011 at the Bridgewater Hall, Manchester. Guy Soulsby advised that the BISWG are happy to share conference notes on the UKABIF and NoWABIF websites. Sabrina McCarron advised that any conference notes that any of the members would like to be put up on the NoWABIF website should be emailed to Jeanne Evans. 

· Criminal Justice ABI Forum - Dr Jackson also highlighted a new group called the Criminal Justice ABI Forum which Hugh Williams is involved in. Hugh Williams has carried out a research report which illustrates how 60% of the prison population of males have had a brain injury at some point in their life. Dr Jackson advised the members to email him if we required more information on this group. 

· Janet Barnes Unit, Birmingham - Dr Jackson also advised that there was a new group being set up by the Janet Barnes Unit in Birmingham on the 18th May 2011. Dr Jackson has more information on this group and welcomed NoWABIF members to email him for more information on this group. 

· World National Brain Injury Conference in 2012 which is going to be held in Edinburgh. Dr Jackson is sitting on the steering committee. Guy Soulsby advised that the World National Brain Injury Conference are welcoming case studies from interested individuals and not just academic literature. Dr Jackson also advised that there could be a future conference in Melbourne. 
4. Mental Capacity Act 

A brief discussion between the Forum members took place on the Mental Capacity Act. Dr Jackson suggested that any new case law which challenges the Mental Capacity Act should be added to the NoWABIF and UKABIF websites. 
Dr Jackson spoke briefly about how the Mental Capacity Act 2009 can challenge professionals and addressed  the rules professionals must abide by when assessing capacity. 
Guy Soulsby advised for the NoWABIF members that he is a best interest assessor and attends best interest meetings. 
The NoWABIF forum discussed some interesting issues in relation to the Mental Capacity Act. 
Guy Soulsby advised that the Brain Injury Social Group Conference on the 5th April 2011 will address capacity issues in more detail. 

5. Date of next NoWABIF meeting

The next NoWABIF meeting was fixed for Tuesday 7th June 2011, venue and speaker to be confirmed. 

6. Presentation from Diverse Road Safety
Tina Preston from Diverse Road Safety presented a very informative and interesting presentation on her organisation Diverse Road Safety. 
Tina is a qualified driving instructor and trains people who are physically disabled or have restricted mobility to drive. Tina also helps people to return to driving after an accident or illness or perhaps have deteriorating health. Tina also helps people with other conditions which can affect learning such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, ADHD and/or deaf or hard of hearing. 

Please find attached some helpful information on Diverse Road Safety which maybe of assistance to some of your clients or patients. 
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