Bristol/Bath ABI Forum

18th June 2009
These notes are not intended to comprise full minutes of the meeting but just to note the main points. Please do send any major omissions!

Attending

Lucie Corrie, ICS
Sandra Berry, ICS
Mike Hope, Optua UK & UKABIF

Chloë Hayward, UKABIF

James Davies, Thompsons, Bristol.
Lisa Gunner, Thompsons, Bristol

Louise Westlake, Thompsons, South Wales
Colette O’Keeffe, Brain Injury Co-ordinator, Bristol

Stuart Brazington, Withy King 

Sarah Hanlon, Irwin Mitchell

Jonathan Peacock, Irwin Mitchell

Steve Roundhill, Psychology Associates
Mary-Anne Darlow, RNHRD
Sue Upton, Lyons Davidson

Angus Graham, Frenchay Hospital

Ali Bazley, Headway Regional Co-ordinator

Wendy Stuttle, Winfield Neuro-rehab Unit

Kate Campbell, Irwin Mitchell

Sue Glanfield, Williton Hospital

Marcus Van Hagen, The Huntercombe Group

Sandra Sysum, Winfield Neuro-rehab Unit

John Holloway, North Bristol Trust

Richard McClenaghan, Psychology Associates
Alison Woods, FBIRC

Simone Evans, FBIRC

The aim of the meeting was to establish whether there is a need for an acquired brain injury forum in the Bristol/Bath area. Approximately 18 of these groups run across the country – they vary in size, structure and age but most seek to map out the services in the area, engage with commissioners about needs of people with ABI locally and provide networking opportunities for those working in the field of ABI. The groups are connected to UKABIF but are not run by UKABIF.

Attendees were concerned that the Bristol/Bath group should establish its aims and objectives before it launches itself. Terms of reference for a number of the other groups were circulated and can be viewed on their websites – this to be further discussed at the next meeting.

Ali Bazley described a group called SWANO which uses the NSF for its framework. SWANO has brought together the work of various neurological organisations in the South West – see their web site www.swano.org.
The group discussed the issues surrounding commissioning. Other groups have successfully involved local commissioners in their groups, some by simply inviting them to a meeting, others have needed to exert more pressure (eg, through the local MP) to ensure their attendance. It was agreed that understanding of their role and provision of the information they need is useful. Demonstration of cost savings is another route to attract their attention.

Other issues of concern include  regional variations in funding criteria and lack of continuity with key individuals in commissioning positions.

Some members of the group were concerned that the meeting should demonstrate real outcomes and that too loose a framework would result in a talking shop with no real value. Members were asked to consider what the objectives of the group should be by the next meeting on September. (But other groups have commented on the value of local networking opportunities amongst other benefits of their groups).

It was agreed that the group’s aims could include:

· Engaging with local commissioners

· Providing a signposting service (ensuring that information is maintained and accurate)

· Providing some sort of advocacy or support for people with ABI and their carers

The group probably needs to set up a website or page at some point. UKABIF should be able to provide this as part of their new site  - tbc at next meeting.

Other points made during the meeting

· Some sort of user consultation/feedback would be useful
· The Long Term Conditions Team at the DH provide useful study days about commissioning

· The Gold Standard Care Pathway – developed by Mike Hope and others is a useful document (Mike please provide a copy for distribution at next meeting)

· The group should actively seek representation for those with an ABI or caring for someone with an ABI

· Means of targeting clinicians for information should be considered

Many thanks again to Lucie Corrie and Sandra Berry of UKICS for providing the meeting room and refreshments.

Suggested dates for the next meeting to be held at UKICS, Long Ashton

10.30 am Thursday 3rd September

10.30 am Tuesday 15th September
