Bristol / Bath ABI Forum

15th September 2009

Attending:

Stephen Roundhill, Psychology Associates

Sarah Hanlon, Irwin Mitchell

Johnathan Peacock, Irwin Mitchell

Laura Merry, Headway / Lyons Davidson

Ali Bazley, Headway

James Bowen, ICS

Sandra Berry, ICS

Points of discussion and actions:
Details on the “Gold Standard Pathway” from Mike Hope were received with thanks and discussed by the group. It was agreed that such a Pathway would be of benefit within the South West, and the group are looking forward to learning more about it at the presentation on November 11th at the UKABIF Conference.

A suggestion was received from Stephen Roundhill to rename the group the South West ABI Forum, to encourage wider input. It was agreed to continue to focus on Bristol / Bath while the group is in its infancy, before expanding into the South West once established as a valuable forum.
Sandra Berry presented information on what other similar groups are doing and their aims and objectives (Northants and North West Groups). The group agreed that the objectives set down by the North West Group were in-line with those of the BBABI Forum.

Mapping of patient numbers and services was considered to be a vital first step. The fact that many patients with “mild” symptoms are not being picked up within the system for relevant follow up was raised as a serious concern. Stephen Roundhill agreed to forward to the group research conducted by Exeter University in conjunction with the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital that looked at addressing this problem. Action: Stephen Roundhill to forward information to group members.

Ali Bazley cited an example of three charities working together in Gloucester (MND, MS and Parkinson’s) to leverage their combined influence in terms of GP education and other areas of service shortfall. It was suggested that there was an ABI overlap with the Stroke Association that could be investigated. Action: Ali Bazley to invite SW Coordinator of Stroke Association to next forum meeting. Similar overlap with Meningitis Trust. Sarah Hanlon to issue invite to their local coordinator.
It was thought important by the group to have attendance from a relevant person from within Social Services. Sarah Hanlon agreed to check with her contacts at Frenchay Hospital to find out who is the best contact. Action: Sarah Hanlon to identify relevant person within Social Services to invite to next forum meeting.

Similarly, it was considered vital to engage a Commissioner with the forum. The SWANO group maintains a list of South West Commissioners. Action: Ali Bazley to forward list to Sandra Berry to enable invites to be issued.

Ali Bazley raised a concern regarding a lack of ABI focussed psychology within a South West County. Stephen Roundhill agreed to pass on research as to the positive outcome that having such support leads to, so that Ali Bazley can lobby relevant PCT. Action: Stephen Roundhill to forward this research paper to Ali Bazley for follow up.

It was agreed that the group should not “reinvent the wheel” and that any input from other successful forums would be gratefully received. It was suggested that a group member could attend the next meeting of such a group, to identify best practice. Action: Sandra Berry to select group and arrange attendance.

The group agreed that input from a service user or relative would be vital. Laura Merry had some ideas for contacts and agreed to follow up. Action: Laura Merry to identify service user or relative to invite to next meeting.
Local Case Managers were considered to be of significant value in moving the group forward, and as such should be invited to the next meeting. Action: Sandra Berry to invite Case Managers from WCCM, Brownhills etc

Healthy attendance at the next meeting could be promoted by having a speaker to address the group (such as the example from the North West Group). Action: All attendees to forward suggestions for Speaker to Sandra Berry.

The website was again discussed, and it was agreed that it made sense to have a page linked from the general UKABIF website. Action: Sandra Berry to check progress with Chloe Hayward.

Next meeting:

Tuesday January 19th 2010 at the ICS offices in Long Ashton.

James Bowen 16th September 2009
