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Minutes of Meeting on 9th December 2009 

Present:-

James Bowen – Independent Clinical Services

David Price 
Lorna Knowles – JSP Case Management

Carol Jackson – Pannone Solicitors

Janet Penny – UK Case Management

Jackie Dean – N Able Services Limited

Karen Faal – The Priory, Highbank

Guy Soulsby – Social Worker/BISWG
Dr Ivan Pitman – Consultant Neuropsychologist

Jeanne Evans – Irwin Mitchell
Venue:-

Neurosupport

Norton Street
Liverpool
Merseyside
L3 8LR 

1. Presentation of Neurosupport History and Services by Maureen Kelly

Having kindly offered to host the meeting, Maureen provided an explanation of Neurosupport’s history and current services, explaining that the aim of Neurosupport is to provide an outreach service to work alongside the NHS and others and works on a self referral basis, acting almost as a clearing house, keeping in touch with all of the charities and the services available.  Neurosupport also have an extensive library on site covering all areas of neuro disability.  

The service was initially funded by a grant of £1 million to establish what was most needed/desired in the field the various charities were invited to give input as to what they required, they required conference space, they required office space (there are now five such offices at Neurosupport providing accommodation for a number of groups – Huntington Disease, Motor Neurone Disease, and advocacy experience.
The local Neurological Alliance was also formed at Neurosupport, the first regional one being the Cheshire & Merseyside Alliance which meets at Neurosupport every 2 months to enable them to meet with all the local charities.  
Neurosupport also has the working life service which is now 9 years old, people who come to Neurosupport are always asking who they can go to for help with regards to getting back to work with regard to benefits entitlement, with regard to considering their options, they often start with the Job Centre but the staff there are very much used to dealing with people who are essentially work ready and there isn’t a great deal available to those who are not at that stage and perhaps never will be.  
Neurosupport therefore obtained separate funding for a one to one service for all those with neurological disability, particularly including acquired brain injury and they stay with those people through that process, it is not just a case of them getting a job of course it is always a case of keeping it and therefore once somebody is on the books with Neurosupport for the working life service they will always be supported in relation to that issue.  
Neurosupport obtained a 3 year Section 64 grant last year and so now the voluntary sector can pay for that help and Neurosupport very much hope that this will be funding which will be repeated. 
Neurosupport also provide Neurolife which is aimed at those who are perhaps farthest away from work, providing yoga classes, art classes, maths classes, healthy eating, confidence building in addition to one to one work plans too.  It is essentially anything to help people get out and about. 

At the end of this presentation there was a discussion around the issue of private funding/private use of the working life project, Jackie Dean of N Able indicating that she/her business has already used it to good effect.  Neurosupport are conscious that they do not wish to deprive those with no other options of what is available but if they could take on private work in that field and therefore use the funds to expand the facility itself then it is something certainly that they would be interested in.  

Many of those present at the meeting were not aware of the presence of Neurosupport or the facilities they provide and this therefore is a very good platform for expanding knowledge of those services locally.  Anybody wishing any further information in relation to the services provided should contact:-

info@neurosupport.org.uk
2. Presentation by Dr Ivan Pitman – Consultant in Neuropsychology and Rehabilitation at the Brain Injury Rehabilitation Trust – Criminality & Acquired Brain Injury

The remainder of the meeting consisted of a presentation and discussion in relation to the above topic.  I attach copies of Dr Pitman’s presentation particularly for the benefit of those who were unable to attend the meeting. 
Time did not allow for discussion of the reminder of the agenda which will be deferred to the next meeting which has been set to take place on Wednesday 10th February 2010 at 2.00pm – it is intended that we will have a speaker on the subject of DOLS/Mental Capacity.

